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June 13, 2007
Board of Governors
Louisiana State Bar Association
601 St. Charles Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70130-3404



RE: Request to Form Animal Law Section
Dear Board Members:

I respectfully request that you vote in favor of establishing a section dedicated to animal-related law at your next meeting of the Board of Governors. The creation of an Animal Law Section of the Louisiana State Bar Association would undoubtedly contribute to the organization’s commitment to assist and serve its members in the practice of law and increase public understanding of and respect for the law. Animal Law has been defined as “statutory and decisional law in which the nature—legal, social or biological—of nonhuman animals plays an important factor.”
 Increasingly, courts throughout the United States, legal scholars, members of the media, and other individuals are recognizing that our legal system needs to better address society’s interactions and relationships with animals. Indeed, courts have already articulated the need for this advancement:

The law must be informed by evolving knowledge and attitudes. Otherwise, it risks becoming irrelevant as a means of resolving conflicts.  Society has long since moved beyond the untenable Cartesian view that animals are unfeeling automatons and, hence, mere property. The law should reflect society’s recognition that animals are sentient and emotive beings that are capable of providing companionship to the humans with whom they live . . . Scientific research has provided a wealth of understanding to us that we cannot rightly ignore. We now know that mammals share with us a great many emotive and cognitive characteristics, and that the higher primates are very similar to humans neurologically and genetically. It is not simplistic, ill-informed sentiment that has led our society to observe with compassion the occasionally televised plights of stranded whales or dolphins. It is, on the contrary, a recognition of a kinship that reaches across species boundaries.


Over seventy years ago this concept was concisely stated by Mahatma Ghandi when he observed that “the greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.”

Currently, most States’ laws continue to view animals as mere chattel, although some are moving beyond that.
 In furtherance of advancing this area of law, several Bar Associations (Arizona, Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Washington) have created Animal Law Sections, while several more have either just recently formed or are in the works, Massachusetts, Oregon, and Wisconsin to name a few. In addition, there are numerous Regional Animal Law bar sections and committees, including Chicago, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New York, San Diego, San Francisco, St. Louis, Tulsa, and Washington, DC.  In 2004, the American Bar Association passed a Resolution creating the Animal Law Committee within its Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section.

There are also over eighty-eight (88) Animal Law courses taught at law schools in the United States, including Duke, Harvard, Georgetown, Northwestern, U.C.L.A., Tulane, University of Vermont, and Yale. Law students are becoming increasingly proactive in starting Animal Law student organizations as well. There are at least one hundred (100) such chapters as of the date of this letter. The Louisiana State Bar Association could be a leader in this important new area of law by creating the first Animal Law Section in the State of Louisiana.


While Animal Law is a unique and specialized area of law, it also intersects in important ways with other well established areas of law, such as administrative law, bankruptcy law, constitutional law, criminal law, environmental law, estate planning, insurance law, international law, family law, leases, property, and tort law. Animal-related stories are increasingly the headlining news story, each article bringing to light new and complex legal issues, and practitioners in these other areas of law would benefit tremendously from the education and resources which an Animal Law Section could provide when their cases involved animals.
I.

Goals


The goals with which the Animal Law Section would commit to accomplishing include:

· Educating members of the State Bar and the public about Animal Law, and about different ways in which the legal system can work to protect animals;

· Promoting legislation to advance the development of Animal Law;

· Creating and maintaining an Animal Law Handbook which compiles Louisiana animal laws and regulations, including local ordinances pertaining to animals;

· Creating and maintaining a resources and brief bank for use by attorney members of the Animal Law Committee;

· Creating and maintaining a referral service for and among attorneys practicing in the area of Animal Law;

· Creating and maintaining a referral service for the public which refers people with problems or concerns to attorneys within the Animal Law Committee who will handle such cases; 
· Publishing an Animal Law newsletter;

· Creating a website for the Animal Law Section with a listserve;

· Actively recruiting a diverse group of knowledgeable, cutting edge speakers for CLE programs on Animal Law; and
· Publicly recognizing the attorneys, judges, law enforcement officials, and other individuals who make outstanding contributions to the advancement of animal rights or to Animal Law in general.

II.
Resolution
Attached is a Resolution for the formation of an Animal Law Section of the Louisiana State Bar Association.

III.

Bylaws

Also attached is a primary set of proposed Animal Law Section Bylaws.
IV.

Letters of Intent

In addition to the Bylaws, you will find a summary of members intending to join.  
V.

Letters of Members of Society


Also included, are letters and a summary of members of society who, although not members of the Bar, are enthusiastic about the formation of an Animal Law Section and its impact on their lives and the lives of animals.
VI.

Conclusion

Based on all of the foregoing, I respectfully request that this Board approve the creation of an Animal Law Section of the Louisiana State Bar Association.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns or require further documentation.







Sincerely,







Ariel K. DiGiulio
� Pamela D. Frasch and Sonia S. Waisman et al. Animal Law (Carolina Academic Press 2000).


� Bueckner v. Hamel, 886 S.W.2d 368, 377 (Tex.App. 1994)(Andell, J., concurring).


� See e.g., Exhibit A: Charles Burress, Berkeley Debates Empowering the City’s Pets, S.F. Chron., February 27, 2001, at A15; and follow-up article (the Berkeley city council just changed the term pet “owner” to pet “owner/guardian” in its municipal code while Hollywood, California and Boulder, Colorado have already replaced the term “owner” entirely with the term “guardian”. These changes are intended to recognize companion animals “as fellow creatures and not as mere property.”).





